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Thank you very much for your letter regarding the potential use of CA125 in ovarian cancer
screening in Wales and | am delighted that the Assembly is looking at this issue.

The UK Collaborative Trial of Ovarian Cancer Screening (UKCTOCS), which reported its
interim findings last December, looked at two possible models for ovarian cancer screening:

e Ultrasound — women received an annual ultrasound with this repeated more

regularly if there were any abnormalities.
e Multimodal —-women received an annual CA125 blood test, using women’s existing
CA125 levels as the benchmark, with additional testing, including ultrasound, if levels

of CA125 were found to rise.

Initial findings suggested that there was no significant impact on mortality as a result of
screening in either arm. However, the study has been extended for a further three years to
allow for the data to further mature.

| have attached a briefing that goes into UKCTOCS in greater detail and please let me know if
| can provide anything further.
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